
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Satan’s Plan 

 

    In our first reading from scripture this morning, Jeremiah heard all kinds of 

whisperings. He also experienced terror on every side. They said, “Denounce!” Let us 

denounce him!! All those who were my friends are on the watch for any misstep on my 

part.” They say: Perhaps he will be trapped. Then we can prevail and take our 

vengeance out on him. Well, are they watching you, too?? Do you think people are 

watching you? Watching for you to make some mistakes? Are they taking a lot of joy in 

criticizing you? Are they have a ball correcting you? 

     Well, I’ll bet there have been times in your life when all this was really happening to 

you. And the longer you think about it, the more defensive and angrier you become. 

And, in the end, we may strike back and end up losing the very people in our lives most 

important to us. Or it could be the other way around and we could be the guilty ones 

who are doing all the bad stuff. 

     Maybe we are the ones who are demanding absolutely perfection from members of 

our family and friends. Maybe we are the ones who are watching their every move. We 

are the ones who are critical of them. Well, why do we do that?? Why is it we are 

always criticizing or accusing others? Could it be that we just do not try to understand 

others and are unwilling to overlook their faults? Or would you just say, “The devil 

made me do it.” Or is there something else in us that just wants to cause dissention? 

Well, whatever it is, it is not good. It is evil! And that is something we should stay clear 

of and have nothing to do with. 

     To go around displaying a critical attitude toward others does no good to anyone. It 

not only upsets us but it also drives everyone else away from us. There are very few 

people who want to be told off even on just one occasion about all that is wrong with 

them. And there is nobody who wants to hear it all the time.  

     So, when we get uptight and disturbed with someone, let us always ask ourselves 

this question: Will my sounding off…will my criticism help the other person…OR…will 

it just destroy what has been a good relationship? 
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     Satan’s plan from the beginning was aimed at destroying human relationships. Well, 

Jesus came to repair and build them up. There is no doubt which of the two we would 

like to work with. We have to be with Jesus! There is no doubt about it! 

 

*Inspired by Jeremiah 20:10-13 


